


ehe Gospel Messenger, 


AND 


SOUTHERN EPISCOPAL REGISTER. 











— ee a 


VOL. VI. SEPTEMBER, 1829. Wo. 69. 








We are satisfied we can present our readers with few subjects more interesting 
than that which is discussed, as we think ably, in the following Sermon, tor which 


we are indebted to the “Episcopal Register.” 
On the Knowledge of one another in Heaven. 
1 Thessalonians, ti, 19. 


“ For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing’? Are not even ye in the pre- 
sence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?” 


Tut Gospel has revealed to us the rewards of a future state, as the 
great excitement to obedience. If we desire that this motive should 
have its deserved influence on our hearts and conduct, we must ac- 
custom ourselves to that frequent reflection on the assurances of 
Christianity, which shall cause us to realize their certainty, and to 
that solitary and continued contemplation on the blessedness it pro- 
mises, which should render Heaven an object of intent and strong 
desire. Many persons whose characters are in general serious, are 
little influenced by these revelations of the gospel ; their affections 
linger too fondly around the objects of earth, their aspirations fora 
nobler state are not lively, and they attain little of that exalted 
heavenly mindedness which Christianity requires, because from want 
of frequent meditation on the happiness of a better world, they have 
formed no affecting and impressive views of its nature, and have 
not rendered the thought of it interesting. And whatever leads us 
to more frequent contemplation on heaven—whatever directs to it 
more strongly our desires, or engages towards it our feelings, will 
have an important influence in giving a greater purity, refine- 
ment, and spirituality to our characters. To a mind familiarized 
with the grandeur of those prospects which the gospel discloses, ac- 
customed to bring them near, and dwell upon them in retirement, 
and to connect the remembrance of them with the scenes and pur- 
suits of life, and with the affections and hopes of the heart, the in- 
terests of this world have lost most of their power; its highest pro- 
mises appear insufficient and delusory, its splendidattractions will be 
regarded with indifference, its dissipations with pity, and its grosser 
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258 A Sermon on the Knowledge of one another, Sc. [Sept. 


pleasures seem disgusting, as well as criminal. It is true the Scrip- 
tures do not give precise and definite descriptions of the nature and 
sources of happiness. But they give us at times hints and intimations, 
and trom these we are at liberty toreason. And there is no inconsis- 
tency in forming some views of a better and higher state to which this 
is introductory, from the consideration of our nature, and of what 
is, by the constitution which God has given us, evidently necessary 
to render any state of existence a state of improvement or of joy. — 

There is no one accustomed to reflect on the happiness of futu- 
rity, to whom the inquiry doves not often occur with deep interest, 
whether we shali hereafter recognize those whom we have known and 
loved on earth. And by suggesting some considerations on this 
subject, we may be led to more frequent thought and meditation, 
and be excited to a more lively interest in that state to which the 
gospel directs us to aspire. Oo this, and all other subjects which 
are merely incidental to future happiness, we are not to expect a full 
and clear light from the language of Scripture. The gospel seems 
intended to do little more than declare the certainty of the rewards 
of faith, repentance, and a holy obedience, and is silent on many 
points which are most reasovably believed to be true. No one can 
doubt who considers the nature with which we are ennobled, that 
the powers of improvement which we now possess, but which are not 
fully developed on earth, will be enlarged and perfected in heaven; 
for otherwise, the intention of God in bestowing them, would for- 
ever remain unanswered. put even of this, the Scriptures do 
not plainly assure us. And in respect to the knowledge of one 
another hereafter, if the Scriptures give us occasional intimations 
and hints of it; if they seem to suppose it; if they make declara- 
tions from which it may be evidently inferred, it is all the evi- 
dence we can expect, and we may reasonably believe it true. 
Indeed were no intimations given, the general spirit of Chris- 
tianity is so benevolent, it so consecrates all our pure affections, it 
so meets all the wants of the heart, and confirins the aspirations ot 
nature, that it would be reasonable and consistent to hope from that 
alone, that those whose friendship has hallowed, should not be eter- 
nally separated, and that when they meet hereafter, they should 
meet with renewed knowledge and increased affection. There is 
an intimation in the text which we have placed at the head of these 
remarks, from which much may be inferred. ‘* What,” says the 
Apostle to his beloved disciples, ‘“‘ what is our hope, and joy, and 
crown of rejoicing.” Are not even ye in the presence of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ at his coming? An expression of the same kind occurs 
in another Epistle: ,“* Ye have acknowledged us, that we are your 
rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the Lord.” The 
Apostle here declares his firm expectation that he should meet his 
converts in the presence of the Lord at his coming ; that he should 
know and be known of them, and that in that day they would be to 
each other the source of high and pecaliar rejoicing. They could be 
in that day no crown of joy to him, nor he be their glory, if all know- 
ledge of each other were to cease with this life ; if they were then 
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On 1 Thessalonians, ii. 19. 259 





to each other, the objects of no peculiar interest, or if the bonds of af- 
fection, which had united them on earth, were not to be continued in 
all their strength. 


In the Epistle to the Colossians, the Apostle speaks of himself 


and his brethren, as “‘ warning every man, and teaching every man 
in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” 
Does he not here, as well as in the two former instances, clearly in- 
timate, that the relation which had subsisted between him and his 
disciples, was not to terminate on earth, but was to subsist hereaf- 
ter? It was a great excitement and motive to exertion, and he look- 
ed for his reward in bringing in person the fruits of his ministry to 
the Lord ofthe vineyard; in presenting at last the disciples he had 
converted, over whom he had anxiously watched, and whom his in- 
structions and warnings by the grace of God, bad guided and sanc- 
tified, * perfect in Christ Jesus,” to God. If then the Apostle ex- 

ected to recognize his converts hereafter, and had taught them to 
look forward to meeting him with joy ; if he believed that the affec- 
tions with which he had regarded them were not to be annihilated, 
northe relation in which they had been connected, entirely to cease, 
is it unreasonable for us to cherish the same hope? Are our affec- 
tions to be lost, and our friends to be known no more? Are all 
those relations which to us nature has made holy, which the best 
feelings of the heart have cemented, and which Christianity has 
sanctified, to be terminated at the grave? While the early disci- 
ples are to rejoice in those whose labours, under the spirit of God, 
redeemed them from ignorance and sin, and first opened to them 
the consolations and hopes of the religion of Jesus, shall we*never 
be permitted to express our gratitude to the friends whose counsels, 
erample, and prayers, have guided or reclaimed our steps, first 
kindled in us the flame of piety, and taught us to live for a better 
world ? 

Again, in the parable of Dives, the rich man is represented as re- 
cognizing Lazarus and Abraham, as knowing them both. There 
is also another passage in which our Saviour plainly declares what 
here is represented ina parable. ‘ Ye shall see,” said our Saviour 
when speaking to the Jews of a future state, “Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of God.” If the patri- 
archs are then known by their descendants, who knew them not on 
earth, is it absurd to believe that we shall hereafter recognize those 
who have been the companions of our lives, and the objects of most 
intimate acquaintance and interest? The prophets then will be 
known by those who now know them only by the record of history, 
and the instructions which have been transmitted from early times. 
Does not this teach us, that when the redeemed out of all nations 
shall be gathered home, that the benefac‘ors of our race in every na- 
tion, and in every age, the noble characters who have thrown a glory 
on our nature; the philosophers who have dedicated their powers to 
the cause of truth and of God; the writers whose works have enlight- 
ened, consoled and sanctified us; and the men of piety whose ex- 
ample has kindled ours, on the record of whose virtues we have de- 
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260 A Sermon on the Knowledge of one another, §c. [Sept. 


lighted to dwell, shall hereafter be made known, and become, when 
arrayed in the majesty of perfected being, the objects of more ex- 
alted veneration and love. 

From the Epistle to the Thessalonians it appears that many of 
the disciples were mourning for the breaches which death had made 
in their circle of friends, and the consolations addressed to them by 
the Apostle, give clear intimations of the mutual knowledge of the 
righteous hereafter. ‘* Sorrow not as others who have no hope. 
For if ye believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with him. For the Lord shal! 
descend from heaven with a shout, and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first; then we who are alive and remain, shall be caught up together 
with them, to meet the Lord, and so shall we be ever with the Lord.” 
They were taught thatthe friends who slept in Jesus, God would bring 
with him, that they then would meet again, be caught up together, 
and be forever happy together in the presence of the Lord. There 
is no reason which should limit this to the mourners of Thessalo- 
nica; the same consolation is addressed to every bereaved disciple, 
and all may trust that the friendship began on earth, which religion 
has sanctified and death interrupted, has not forever ceased, but wil! 
be renewed and perfected when the ‘ Lord shall descend from 
heaven,” and his saints be gathered together to meet him. 

Again—lIn the Scriptures heaven is always represented as a so- 
ciety. ‘1 go,” said our Saviour, “to prepare a place for you, that 
where I um, there ye may be also.” “* He says (St. Paul,) who rais- 
ed up the Lord Jesus, shall raise up also, and present us together 
with you.” We read of the Church of the first born; the general 
assembly of perfected spirits; and of a multitude of the redeemed 
whom no man can number. In this representation of heaven, there 
is nothing solitary and unconnected ; the whole impression which 
it leaves is that of intimate union with others, mutual knowledge and 
affection. The servants of God who leave this world are connected 
together, not solitary recipients of his mercy, not scattered alone 
over his wide universe. Is it not natural to imagine, that they who 
have been most intimately united on earth, who have passed to- 
gether through its trials, who have, from sameness of situation and 
circumstances, formed similar characters, should be received into 
the same mansions? The remembrance of the scenes of this world, 
of conduct, of past trials, of the beings with whom we are now con- 
nected, and by whom we are influenced, cannot be lost without los- 
ing our identity. And can they, who after all the anxieties of their 
pilgrimage, have met together at last in peace, then know each other 
no more? Is there no intercourse in the society of heaven, no com- 
munication of thought and feeling, no recounting of dangers and 
mercies, no participation of mutual joys? 

The conversation of our Lord with the Sadducees has been thought 
to be somewhat against the sentiment which the passages already 
quoted, inculcate or imply. When the Sadducees had stated the 
case of a woman, who according to the law of Moses, had beet 
married successively to seven brethren, and asked, at the resurrec- 
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tion whose wife she shall be, our Saviour answered, that “ in the re- 
eurrection there shall be neither marrying nor giving in marriage, 
for they are as the angels of God.” But the passage only proves that 
the conventional relations of society are not to be formed hereafter; 
that conneXious intended to answer particular purposes in this world, 
would terminate with this life. But it does not imply that no know- 
ledge of each other exists, or that affection or friendship shall end. 
The connexions which the society of this world renders necessary 
may cease, but the cust they have given to the character, the feel- 
ings they have excited, the affections they have formed, the habits 
they have produced, will continue, and the objects on which the heart 
now so fondly rests, may be the objects of a purer and more exalt- 
ed interest, when the frailties of nature cease, and they are met 
among the angels of God. The cultivation of particular feelings 
and affections, of the affections arising from the parental, filial and 
conjugal relations, is not only the dictate of nature, but the com- 
mand of duty. And is the culture of this part of our character to 
be entirely useless hereafter? Are none of the feelings which nature 
and Christianity have taught us to nourish, toremain? Is the soul 
to outgrow some of the finest of its sensibilities? What is to de- 
stroy these affections, what to turn them to coldness and indiffer- 
ence? Not surely a mere passage through the grave; not our ad- 
mission to the kingdom of love and joy. When corruption is turned 
to incorruption, is the heart to be laid waste? Are the best and 
purest of our social affections to be lost, and with the sins and weak- 
nesses of humanity, much which now ennobles and blesses our na- 
ture, to be annihilated forever? We think of a future state as too 
different in its nature from the present. Exalted, glorious and hap- 
py indeed it is, beyond conception, exempt from frailty, freed for- 
ever from sorrow, from trial, and from sin, but the sources of its 
happiness must be adapted to our nature, and will be such in kind, 
as those which the righteous find on earth. Death does not mira- 
culously change our characters ; it only changes the mode of our 
existence, and introduces us to a happier and holier world, and we 
enter with the dispositions we have nourished, and the capacities 
of enjoyment which our care has improved. And as God has creat- 
ed us social beings, much of our highest and purest delight arises 
from the intercourses of friendship on earth, and as the culture 
of our social feelings, is so important a part of our present duty, 
and of our preparation for heaven, it is surely most reasonable to 
believe, that as exalted communion with perfected spirits will be a 
source of happiness hereafter, and that the friends who have been 
dear to us on earth, will, if we and they are worthy, be again restor- 
ed to our knowledge and affection. 

I now would repeat a remark already made, that on such a subject 
as this, we cannot expect a clear and satisfactory light from the lan- 
guage of Scripture. But yet it seems as if on no subject connected with 
the happiness uf heaven, its intimations are so distinct, as when it 
teaches us to anticipate the knowledge and union of good men in 
heaven, and there is surely no view which reason more approves, or 
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which seems more consonant with the general spirit of the Gospel. 


and with the benevolence of God. But even were it not so, were the 
intimations of Scripture altogether indistinct, were they entirely want- 
ing, yet the very teachings of nature, the fervent anticipations of oy; 
own hearts, would alone be sufficient to induce the belief. Is not the 
voice of nature within us the voice of God? Weea.. >t believe tha; 
a hope that every human being cannot but cherish, an ardent de. 
sire so inseparably interwoven with every conception of immor- 
tality, a felicity of assurance which we recognize in every mode of 
religion, in the hope of the savage as well as in the aspirations of 
the Christian, we cannot believe that this hope would be so univer. 
sal, so deep-rooted in nature, if it were never to be fulfilled, if \) 
were intended to be forever crushed and disappointed, and Go 
designs not in some better state of existence to restore to us th 
friends whom in wisdom and in mercy he has taken away. If they 
we look forward to a knowledge and union with one another here. 
after, what influence should it have on our present feelings and con- 
duct? 

ist. In the first place it should teach us to form only virtuou: 
friendships, for these only will endure. IJntimacies with the wick- 
ed, if they terminate not with life, can be renewed only to aggra- 
vate the burden of anguish and remorse. Our best earthly friends 
now have their frailties, and often may irritate and wound us.— 
Ought we not now cheerfully to bear them, while we look forward 
to a day when all weaknesses shall be past, and we shall know them 
only as purified and perfected spirits. If we desire to meet ther 
hereafter, with what care and zeal should we labour for their improv:- 
ment, with what earnestness should we watch over their characters, 
and with what fidelity, counsel, reprove and warn them. Our in- 
fluence may be one of the greatest means of nourishing their virtu 
and piety ; and what will it add to our happiness to receive hereal- 
ter the expressions of their gratitude, whom our example or our ex- 
ertions have helped to rescue from sin, and prepare for heaven. 

In the second place, this subject is full of consolation and of en- 
couragement to duty. If we weep for the friends who have departed, 
and who sleep in Jesus, we cannot sorrow without hope. They 
only have passed to their reward a little before us, and how soon 
shall we meet them again! ‘Though they have left us, we are no’ 
forgotten by them, nor is their interest in us destroyed. If then, we 
have friends now in heaven; if now the thought of a parent is recall- 
ed on whom our infant eyes had hardly rested; or whose form has 
now faded from the remembrance of our youth; if there be a friend 
there, once dear as our own souls, and who left us widowed and 
desolate—If there be a child there on whom all our earthly hopes 
had rested, whose steps to the grave we had watched with unutter- 
able anguish, and whose departure bowed us to the earth; if we 
desire to meet them again, let us strive to imitate their virtues, and 
follow the bright path of glory, by which they have ascended. Let 
us cherish their sacred remembrance, and let us feel that now there 
is a link which connects us with a better world, and often meditate 
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on what they now are, and what we may hereafter be. We are all 

assing fast away; one friend sinks after another, and soon we too 
must follow them. And what will prepare usto depart? Nothing 
but reconciliation to God, through the merits of a crucified Saviour; 
nothing but faith in him, and repentance towards God—nothing but 
the faithful performance of duty, and unfailing efforts to attain the 
Christian character. God grant that we way all make these efforts— 
that we may all be found among the true disciples of the Lord Jesus, 
that in the day of the Lord, we may all appear with joy, and in the 
world which is opening to receive us, none may be wanting whom 
the bonds of nature or the endearments of affection, have made dear 
to us on earth. 


mm 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
DEFENCE OF ARCH-DEACON PALEY. 


De mortuis nil nisi verum, is a rule founded in wisdom and justice. 
To speak evil of our neighbour, to detract from his good name, to 
represent him as holding opinions which he does not entertain, is 
manifestly reprehensible in the sight of God; but how much more 
must it be sinful to misrepresent the opinions or the conduct of 
those, who have gone to their great account, and can no more be 
called upon to answer for themselves here. These reflections were 
elicited by the following circumstance: A tract was lately placed 
in my hand, with the title: ‘Objections to Unitarian Christianity 
considered.”’ After mentioning the names of Locke, Newton, and 
others, the writer goes on to say, that “‘ Paley has no where declar- 
ed himself a Unitarian. But in his writings, we find no traces of 
Trinitarianism ; and the uniform impression which his works have 
left on our minds, is, that he considered Christ as a distinet being 
from his father, and a derived, and subordinate being.”—p. 15, 

My engagements do not allow me sufficient time to examine 
either Locke or Newton, or to read even Paley with a particular 
view to the charges made in thetract. But as Paley’s works are at 
hand, a cursory look into them has furnished sufficient materials for 
my, purpose. 

In a tract which Dr. Paley acknowledged, in several subsequent 
publications, to have been compiled by him, entitled: ‘* The Young 
Christian instructed in reading, and in the principles of religion. 
Compiled for the use of the Sunday Schools in Carlisle,” and print- 
ed with the rest of his works, Vol. v. p. 283, Bost. J812, we find, 
under the head of ** Doctrines or Truths to be believed,” the follow- 
ing passage : 

“2. You are to believe in Jesus Christ; that he is the Son of 
God; that by a generation, which none can declare, he is the only 
begotten Son of God. ‘Who shall declare his generation?’ Isa. 
bu. 8; and that, by an union, which can neither be explained nor 
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conceived, he was one with the Father, ‘the brightness of his glory 
and the express image of his person.’ Heb. i. 3; that he came dow, 
from heaven ; that he was made in the likeness of man,” &c. 

This language, Mr. Editor, a Trinitarian would not hesitate t, 
use. He would be unwilling, probably, to assert dogmatically, wha; 
the precise mode of subsistence between the Father and the Son, 
may be; for “ without controversy great is the mystery of Godli. 
ness; God manifest in the flesh.” He might possibly, however. 
with great reverence and humility to God, venture to express the 
opinion, that the union may subsist in the identity of the spiritual 
essense, or divine nature, of the two persons, in which case there 
would necessarily be, an identity of mind, action, and will, Bu 
after all, the Saviour has told us, that “no man knoweth the Sop, 
but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, 
and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.” 

Again. ‘3. You are to believe in the Holy Spirit; you are no: 
to grieve him by any sin; you are to believe that you may be made 
holy and fit for heaven, by Ais influences,” &c. p. 204. By using 
the personal pronouns of the masculine gender, Dr. Paley was cer- 
tainly aware, that he asserted the personality of the Holy Spirit, 
and not a mere quality, virtue, or operation of God; in which case, 
he would, probably, have expressed it by the neuter pronoun. And 
so likewise in one of his sermons, Works IV. p. 306, he says to the 
same purpose; ‘Grieve not the Spirit of God;’ therefore he {the 
Spirit] may be grieved. ‘And hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
Grace.’ Heb. xviii. 29; therefore he [the Spirit] may be despised.” 
This language is in exact conformity with the Scriptures, where the 
Saviour calls the Holy Spirit, the comforter, and not a comfort ; and 
where personal actions are every where ascribed to him: such as 
witnessing, intercession, speaking, &c. 

The Unitarian tract says, p. 15, that ‘* Paley has no where declar- 
ed himself a Unitarian; but in his writings, we find no traces of 
Trinitarianism ; and the uniform impression which his works have 
left on our minds, is, that he considered Christ as a distinct being 
from his Father, and a derived and subordinate being.” Now itis 
from his writings that | have arrived at a very different conclusion. 
Though he has not, in so many words, said, | am a Trinitarian, yet, 
when he asserts as “‘ doctrines or truths to be believed,” that Christ 
is the only begotten Son of God, “by a generation, [not adoptivn,| 
which none can declare; and that by an*union, which can neither 
be explained nor conceived, he was une with the Father,” the essen- 
tial divinity of Christ is plainly asserted, and “ traces of Trinitari- 
anism,” are certainly to be found in his writings; for he could not 
possibly mean to say, that the Father and the Son were one person, 
for that would be contrary to common sense, therefore, he must 
mean, whether a finite mind can comprehend it or not, that, in their 
essence, or divine nature, they were one. And where a union sub- 
sists between them, which is so peculiarly intimate, that it can 
neither ** be explained nor conceived,” Christ cannot be a derived, 


or a subordinate being. 
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Whether Dr. Paley was, at heart, a Unitarian, or not, I cannot 
take upon me to determine; but from the extracts which I have ta- 
ken from his writings, the impression on my mind is, that he was a 
Trinitarian. If this should be your opinion, Mr. Editor, you will 
oblige me by placing these few remarks on the pages of the “‘Ges- 
pel Messenger.” F. F. 


a 


ON THE PLANTING OF CHRISTIANITY IN GREAT-BRITAIN. 
NO. 3. 


(Continued from page 181.) 


Messrs. Editors: —But the cruelest persecution that ever the Brit- 
ish Church suffered, was under the Pagan Saxons, and others, whom 
Vortigern called in for his help, A. D. 450: For having murdered 
his sovereign, Constance, and invaded his crown, he was afraid that 
the brothers of the said Constance, Aurelius and Uter, would re- 
venge his death. This Vortigern also put away his wife, and mar- 
ried Kowen, daughter to Hengist, an infidel king of the Saxons, 
hoping thereby to strengthen himself: But being reproved for this 
by Vodinus, Archbishop of London, he caused him to be put to 
death: for these sins, and many more, Almighty God sent down 
his heavy judgments, not only upon Vortigern, who was afterwards 
burnt in a castle, with his concubine, by lightning, as some say, but 
also upon the Britains for their sins, as Gildas writes: “ The Brit- 
ains, for the covetousness and oppression of the Princes, for the 
iniquity and injustice of the Judges, for the negligence of preaching 
in the Bishops, for the luxurious and evil manners of the people, 
lost their country.” 

These Saxons cruelly murdered the Christians, polluted the tem- 
ples with the blood of their Priests, burning them, and committing 
all manner of sacrilege and outrage, endeavouring to supplant the 
Christian religion. At this time, true religion suffered so much, 
that Theanus, Bishop of London, and Thaodicus, Bishop of York, 
with others, were forced to fly into Cornwall and Wales. After 
many battles with the British Kings, the Pagan Saxons surprized a 
great part of the Island; but we read that Wales and Cornwall be- 
came a sanctuary to the Christians; the inhabitants remaining un- 
conquered, and retaining the true religion of Christ among them.— 
As the Saxons and other heathen nations entered Britain; so about 
this time, namely, in the year 456, Gensericus, king of the Vandals, 
sacked Rome, and burnt some part of it, and the whole West, as it 
is called in Europe, was, in a manner, overrun with Paganism; the 
Italians, Spaniards, French and Germans, returning every where 
to the worshipping of false gods and idols.—See Arnold, Merman, 
Theatrum Convers. p. 
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But notwithstanding the awful situation of those nations, and the 


decay of religion among them; yet therein we may see and adore 


the great goodness of God, that the krowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures was preserved in that country amidst the inundation of barba- 
rism. 

‘“* Hitherto,” says Curio, “it might seem that the studies of wis. 
dom should quite have perished, unless God had preserved a seed 
in some corner of the world ; among the Scottish and Irish sone- 
what as yet remained of the doctrine of the knowledge of God, and 
of civil honesty, because there was no terrors of arms in the utmost 
ends of the world. Yea, moreover, many nations of Europe were 
recovered to Christianity by the learned of those Isles, as is before 
recorded.’ — Bee Jacob. Curio, lib. 2. Verum. Chronolog. Relig. An. 
cient Irish, p. 55.—Hist. of Britain, p. 214. 

About the year 596, Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, «1 
Austin, the Monk, and others, into Britain. who, God assistiny, 
mightily prevailed over the heathenish Saxons in Kent, so that there 
were in one day above ten thousand men baptized, besides women 
and children ina river, the weters being consecrated by Austin. 

So God also enabled the British Bishops to prevail mightily ove: 
the Pagans, thus converting the greatest part of the other Saxous: 
Bishop Aidan converted Osw ald, King of Northumberland, whi, 
after his conversion, disdained not to preach and expound to his 
subjects and nobles inthe English tongue, that which Aidan preach- 
ed to the Saxons in the Scottish. And Fieas converted the king- 
doms of the East Saxons and Mercia.—WSee a book entitled, the Ke- 
ligion of the Ancient Irish, p. 115. 

By the ministry of Aidan, was the Kingdom of Northumberland 
recovered from Paganism, to which belonged at that time, besides 
the shire of Northumberland, and ihe lands beyond it to Ediabo 
rough, Frith, Cumberland, and Westmoreland, Lancashire, York- 
shire, and the Bishopric of Durham; and by the means of Finan,was 
not only the Kingdom of the East Saxons. which contained Reser, 
Middlesex, and half of Hertfords hire, regained, but also the large 
kingdom of Mercia was converted first to ’ Christianity, which con- 
prehended under it Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Buckingham- 
shire, Oxfordshire, Staffordshire, Derbyshire, Shropshire, Notting- 
hamshire, Cheshire, and the other half of Hertfordshire. 

The Scottish nation, that professed no subjection to the Church 
of Rome at this period, were they that sent missionaries or preachers 
for those countries, and ordained Bishops to govern them in their 
spiritual discipline, as namely, Aidan, Finan, and Colman, succes- 
sively for the kingdom of Northumberland, for the East Saxons; 
and Cedd, brother to Ceadda, the Archbishop of York before-named: 
And for the middle Angles, who inhabited Leicestershire, and the 
Mercian Diurna, for the scarcity of Priests, says Bede in his 21st chap- 
ter, constrained one Bishop to be appointed over two people ; and 
after him Trumhere and Cellach Aidan, went into England from 
the Scottish Island Fly, since called Y. Collumkill, which monas- 
tarv or college was then governed by Sagenias. A traveller in the 
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16th century reports, “ that there were in that Island the monuments 
of thirty kings of Scotland ; of six kings of Norway, and of a Bishop 
of Durham who had been buried there.” 

Aidan, who was a Britain, born in Northumberland, as we learn 
from Pitseus, p. 10s, and Finan, among other excellent Bishops 
before named, deserve to be honoured by the English nation, with 
as great veneration and as much gratitude, as Austin, the Monk: 
for by their preaching, the most of the Saxon kings were converted, 
who, with their subjects, by degrees submitted themselves to the 
cross of Christ: So that in a council of Cliffe, the Clergy unani- 
mously received the Nicene Creed, and the four famous Councils. 

Thus, we see, the progress of Christianity in Britain, until the 
time that Austin went into England: and however the Christians 
in that country suffered many and severe persecutions, yet the Brit- 
ish Church failed not, it being deeply rooted in the doctrines of the 
Apostles, and plenteously watered by the blood of Martyrs. 

As in Wales, there were many Bishops and holy men; so also in 
Ireland, such a number of good people lived in that country before 
Austin went into Britain, that it was called The Island of Saints. 
(See a book entitled the Religion of the ancient Irish.) Ecclesiastical 
history affirms, that St. Patrick in his time, founded three hundred 
and sixty-five Churches in that country, and ordained an equal 
number of Bishops, besides three thousand Priests. ‘This same Pat- 
rick wrote many books, and lived a hundred and twenty-two years. 
And in Scotland, there were a great number of pious and learned 
men, to whom with the other British Clergy the English are as 
much beholden for their conversion to the Christian faith, and more 
too, than to Austin; they having converted and regained the greater 
part of the kingdom of England, as before.—See Brit. M. 8. lib. 
citat. p. 79. 

The holy Bishops and Clergy of Britain have, and justly deserve 
the honour, of being the blessed instruments of converting the 
greater part of the Saxons in that kingdom before, at, and after St. 
Austin and his associates preached there, as Broughton saith.—See 
Brought. Eccles. Hist. p. 331. 

[ shall conclude this number, with the saying of Jeffery of Mon- 
mouth, who was a Bishop of note and piety: “In the country of 
the Britains,” says he, *‘ Christianity flourished, which from the 
Apostles time never failed among them. After that Austin came, 
he found seven Bishoprics, and one Archbishopric, furnished with 
most religious Prelates, and many Abbots, living by the labour of 
their hands, in which the Lord’s flock kept the right order,” &c. 
Galfred Monumentensis, lib. 8. c. 4—De Brit. Gestis. Bal. de Scrip- 
tor. Brit. p. 65. 
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[FROM THE CHURCH REGISTER. } 


THE VERY GENERAL NEGLECT OF THE RESPONSIVE PART OF 
OUR SERVICE. 


This arrangement constitutes one of the characteristic exceller- 
ces of our service; and when developed and exhibited in due and 
solemn prominence, must commend itself to every reflecting, not 
to say every pious mind. Indeed, the practical beauty, and, I may 
say, the practical advantage too, of our Liturgy, depend upon its 
proper performance in this respect. What can be conceived of, as 
more solemn, more impressive, and more edifying, than the spec- 
tacle of a large congregation devoutly and audibly engaged in the 
service of the Lord of Hosts, and expressing their concurrence in 
the prayers offered up by his miuistering servant, in the loud and 
earnest Amen? Who, in the view of such an exhibition, would 
nut exclaim—surely it is guod for me to be here ; this is none other 
than the house of tod, this is the gate of heaven! Would that this 
were not so rare an occurrence! Would that the humble and de- 
vout worshippers could more frequently experience the refreshing 
and elevating influences of such a scene! Would that the Lord 
were always worshipped in this beauty of holiness ! 

But how sad and affecting the contrast presented by the constant- 
ly recurring neglect of this requirement of our Liturgy, in the gene- 
rality of our churches! The most interesting and animating parts 
of the service rendered dull and unmeaning, cold and lifeless, by 
the unworthy manner in which it is performed! The scene often 
witnessed, of the responsive prayers and praises being confined to 
the minister and his clerk, is the direct opposite to that which 
ought to be displayed, and which would be displayed, if we duly 
estimated our advantages, and duly complied with the requisitions 
of the Church. For in no respect has our form of worship a more 
decided advantage over al] others, than in its popular or congrega- 
tional character. Following the example of the Church of God in 
the olden time, in which, besides the consecrated priests, the wor- 
shippers bore an audible, responsive, and necessary part in the stated 
devotions of the temple: sanctioned, moreover, by those sublime 
and glowing descriptions of the celestial courts which represent the 
rapt seraphs, as not only alternating with each other the song of 
praise, but also as conducting in alternate and responsive order, 
the burning adorations of the ten thousand times ten thousand and 
thousand of thousands of redeemed intelligences: following in the 
path of the primitive disciples, and of the very apostles of her Lord: 
and influenced by the example of the Church in her halcyon days, 
as well as by a regard to the reasonableness and fitness of the thing 
itself: the Church to which we belong, has made the participation 
of the congregation in the public service, a necessary and import- 
ant ingredient in its celebration. In the general confession, and in 
the prayer of our Lord, the people, not the clerk as their represen- 
tative, are solemnly and audibly to follow the officiating minister. 
In,the Psalter, the minister and people, not the clerk, are in alternate 


ort 
aul 


pre 
ble 


in 
of 
shi 





1929.] Beautiful Illustrations of Grace. 269 


order to offer up their joint adorations and praises. While, by the 
audible and emphatic Amen, the people, not the clerk, are to ex- 
press their concurrence in every prayer, and thus, by an intelligi- 
ble and rational token, to appropriate it to themselves. It is to 
be deeply lamented that this requirement of our Liturgy should be, 
in practice, so generally and so sadly neglected ; and that thus one 
of its chief attractions, and one of its most impressive exhibitions 
should be so pitiably marred, if not entirely contravened. What 
more meagre, uninteresting, and irrational, than such a perversion 
of the service? Growing obviously out of a prevalent insensibility 
to the infinite importance of religion, it is lamentably calculated to 
aggravate the evil which gives it birth. In the mind of a stranger 
to our worship, who might enter the sanctuary at such a conjunc- 
ture, what other emotions could arise than those of surprise and 
wonder’ Whatever else he might be tempted to say of the wor- 
shippers, he would not fall prostrate and confess that God was with 
them of a truth! And what minister of the sanctuary but must 
sympathize in the feelings of such a person? Are they not often 
pained to grief and sickness, in finding that their devotional sensi- 
bilities are blunted, and their aspirations quenched, by the prevail- 
ing indifference and apathy: that their spirits, when they would 
soar to heaven, are drawn back, and frozen down to this cold earth 
by the deadly chillness of the scene? How ardently do they wish 
aud pray for a general improvement in this respect: that every 
member of their congregations, under a sense of their own personal 
obligations, would resolve henceforth to take hi#*personal part in 
the service of the temple: that he would, in the fear of God, and 
not regarding the opinion of man, audibly participate in the pray- 
ers and praises of the church: that he would consider his indivi- 
dual responsibility, and, not measuring himself by others, deter- 
mine to do his duty. The effect would prove most happy and sa- 
lutary. Though but a spark might be elicited here and there, yet 
their concentrated fervour would kindle a flame, which may curl to 
heaven, and rise up an acceptable memorial there. 





—<f— 


BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS OF GRACE. 
(Extracted from a Review.) 


On the pernicious error of imagining that the suggestions of the 
Holy Ghost are to be clearly distinguished, by eminently pious men, 
from the promptings of their own minds, we invite the attention of 
the reader to a masterly illustration. 

“We are not to conclude that divine grace operates precisely at 
the time we feel, ur believe that we feel, its effects. The influence 
may have been communicated before the effect becomes percepti- 
ble. The effusion of grace may be likened to a plentiful shower 
ina day of summer. “If you go out immediately, you will see the 
turf still russet, the leaves hanging lank, and the fruits wrinkled. 
But look again a day or two after, and every thing appears lively, 
vigorous, and flourishing. A person, therefore, seeing the unusual 
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verdure, after a confinement to his room, would properly conclud, 
that it Aas rained, not that it does rain. So, if after a season o 


thoughtfulness, you perceive your understanding lively to discery 
and your will vigorous to pursue heavenly things, you may safe), 


conclude that there Aas been an effusion of heavenly grace, not th, 


there ws one now.” — Tucker's Light of Nature. 

We heartily recommeud this admirable illustration to all thos, 
who fancy that they can at any time actually perceive the influence. 
of the Holy Spirit pouring, as it were, into their hearts. To ima. 
gine this, is to be insensible to the usual method of operation, in a| 
the departments of the divine government, whether physical 
moral, 

“The grandest operations, both of nature and grace,” says ano- 
ther profound and original writer, “ are the most sileut and impey. 
ceptible. The shallow brook brabbles in its passage, and is hear 
by every one; but the coming of the seasons 1s silent and unseey 
The storm rages and alarms, but its fury is soon exhausted, and jt: 
effects are partial and soon remedied; but the dew, though gent), 
and unheard, is immense in quantity, and the very life of large por. 
tions of the earth. And these are pictures of the operations 0 
grace in the church.’ —Cecil’s Remains. 

Few things are more refreshing to the spirit than these faithfi 
and masterly representations of the truth, by men who combine a! 
that is venerablesin piety with all that is admirable in intellec 
We have here presented to us images which at once take possessio 
of the imaginatfn and the reason, and which, without the slightey 
compromise of the honour due to the eternal Spirit, rebuke thw 
proud humility, which pretends clearly to discern His presence, an 
to trace distinctly His sovereign operations.— Brit. Critic. 
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EARLY NOTICES OF THE CHURCH IN SOUTH=CAROLINA. 
(Continued from page 339 of Vol. V ) 


1725. ‘The Society have appointed the Rev. Mr. Wintely t 
Christ Church in South-Carolina. 

‘* There are reports from the Rev. Mr. Guy, Minister of St. An: 
drew’s, in South-Carolina, that his Church is near finished, and bhi: 
congregation increaseth, as does the number of his communicants; 
that he hath baptized several children, and two women, both o! 
which have been married for several years, and had their childre: 
baptized with them. 

‘* From the Rev. Mr. Hasel!, Minister of St. Thomas’,in South-Ca- 
rolina, that the number of his communicants increase both at the 
church and chapel, being at both places about forty. 

“From the Rev. Mr. Ludiam, Minister of St. James’, Goose Creek, 
South-Carolina, that since his last, he hath baptized eleven negroe* 
and two mulattoes. ° 

“‘ From the Rev. Mr. Jones, Minister at St. Helen’s, in South-Ca- 
rolina, that there are about forty families belonging to that Parish 
of the Church of England; that he has baptized fifteen children. 
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and one adult person; that the number of communicants on Whit- 
sunday, was but ten ; but has some encouragement to expect their 
increase. 

* From the Rev. Me. Varnod, Minister at St. George's, South-Ca- 
rolina, that his Parish continues in a very hopeful condition; the 
number of his communicants at Easter, being 47, of which 25 were 
white people; and at Whitsuntide, 22 white and 24 blacks, that he 
has baptized since Christmas, 1725, two negro children and a negro 
man belunging to Mr. Wragg, a merchant. 

“1726. “The Society have appointed the Rev. Mr. Lambert, to 
Charlestown, in South-Carolina, as catechist and schoolmaster; and 
allowed a salary to a schoolmaster at St. Paul’s, in South-Caro- 
lina. 

“There are reports from the Rev. Mr. Guy, Minister of St. An- 
drew’s Parish, in South-Carolina, that the number of his communi- 
cauts increases; that his Church is just finished; and that his pre- 
sent glebe being too small, and withal destitute of timber, the Hon. 
Col. William Bull, and William Cattell, Esq.; have lately pur- 
chased an additional glebe of fifty-seven acres of good land, adjoin- 
ing, for 600 pounds, at their own private risque, in case the Parish 
prove unable or unwilling to contribute, through their having late- 
ly advanced so much for the enlarging and beautifying the Church. 

“From the Rev. Mr. Hasell, minister of St. Thomas’, South-Ca- 
rolina, that the state of his Parish is much the same as when he 
wrote last: that they have lately purchased 600 acres of land, with 
convenient buildings, within a mile of the Church, for the use of a 
free school, to be settled in that Parish, by the last will of Richard 
Beresford, Esq. deceased; who bequeathed for that purpose the 
neat profits of his whole estate, till his son (about 15 years of age) 
shall arrive at the age of twenty one. ‘I'hat they have received 
3,000 pounds that country money, being the produce for the year 
1726, 1200 pounds of which is to pay for the land, and the remain- 
der to be put out to interest, till they shall receive enough to allow 
a sufficient salary to a schoolmaster. 

“From the Rev. Mr. Varnod, Minister of St. George’s, South-Ca- 
rolina, that at Christmas, 1726, the number of his communicants 
was 32 white people and 26 negroes; at Easter, 25 white people 
and 19 negroes; at Whitsuntide, 26 white people and 21 negroes; 
that he hath had one new communicaut, and is likely to have three 
more; and that he baptized lately in St. Bartholomew’s Parish, a 
free mulatto man. 

“From the Rev. Mr. Standish, Minister of St. Paul’s, South-Ca- 
rolina, that he hath baptized 22 children and 3 adults, one a mulatto: 
that his Parish continues in a well behaved condition, and have 
purchased for him a glebe of 400 acres, with a house and other 
necessary buildings. 

“ From the Rev Mr. Jones, Minister of St. Helen’s, South-Caroli- 
na, that there are about fifty families in that Parish, belonging to the 
Church of England; that he hath baptized twelve children, and one 
adult person ; and that the number of his communicants is fourteen. 
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[FROM ACKERMAN’S FORGET-ME-NOT. } 


FAMILY WORSHIP IN A COTTAGE. 


Listen! I heard a voice, a solemn voice, 
But sweet and fervent too, like that of prayer ; 
Such as would make angelic breasts rejoice, 
And call to hearken from their starry sphere. 
From yonder cot it comes—I’ll draw me near, 
Its light shines like a star upon the night, 
And to my wandering footsteps far more dear; 
A better guide perchance, a holier light, 
Leading more near to heaven than that above my sight. 


Oh, ’tis a lovely scene! The grey hair’d sire, 
With lifted hands, imploring on each child ci 
All that the lip can breathe, the soul desire, 


To guide their footsteps through the world’s deep wild : he 


See how the _—— tears his warm cheek gild! of 
How rushes through the wane of years the glow; th 
How beams his look, with all the father fill’d! th 
The ardency intense lights eye, lip, brow, : 
Which all his bosom’s thoughts, hopes, fears, and wishes show. ; 
oO 
There kneels the mother by her partner’s side, th 
Silent her tongue, but oh, how full her eyes! 
Look at those sacred tears, whose gentle tide ca 
The loudest utt’rance of the lip supplies. tie 
Oh! what can equal her beseeching sigh? 
If 'tis not heard in heaven, then never came ed 
Thither the sound of supplications high: 
Vainly have nations pil’d the altar’s flame, th 
The intensest Of them all ne’er reach'd a mother’s claim ch 
Beside her, rising manhood’s form, ly 
Her son, her secret pride and glory, bows: ue 
Bright in his cheek, with labour’s colour warm, he 
he honourable tint his forehead shows; Ay 
His eye’s dark glance is veil’d, as it would close 5) 
; Awhile to all on earth his heart deems fair, 
His lips soft moving, till responsive vows nu 
Are rising to his hoary father’s prayer, In 
Pleading with the high Heavens—“ Oh, guard from every snare.’ 
And yonder there’s a group in happiest being, M 
The fairy tenants of the cottage dome, 
Kneeling before the eyes of Him, all-seeing, E 
Who watches if their thoughts or glances roam. : 
The doll untouch’d is laid before the drum, a 
That treasur’d instrument of loudest sound 
Stands close beside its master, but as dumb ne 
As if forgotten, on the darksome ground, ty. 
While like night’s dew-closed flowers they bend and cluster round. of 
Look at the little hand upon each brow, be 
Covering the face before the unseen God! B. 
Listen! ye might have heard the lisped vow : 
Like cherub echoes seeking his abode. | oC 
Revile it not, despise it not, ye proud! bo 
Nor say it is the jargon learn’d by rote, - pu 
Useless and meaningless: those words allow’d , os 


Upon the youthful memory to float, 
Shall be the waking chord to many a heavenly note! 
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Oh, lovely scene—most lovely; would that thou 
Didst not bedeck the cottage bower alone, 

But beneath every roof in beauty glow, 
From the low hamlet to the lofty throne. 

Then, England, where the smiles of Heaven thine own 
The bright paternal smiles of Deity; 

Then, my lov’d country, would thy soil be known 
The haliow’d, and the blest, the truly free, 

And every evening hour a nation’s worship see 
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Charleston Protestant Episcopal Female Domestic Missionary So- 
ciety.—The anniversary meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held on Tuesday, July 14th, 1829. The late Frederick Kohne, Esq. 
of Philadelphia, formerly of Charleston, in his general concern for 
the cause of benevolence and piety, has bequeathed to this Society 
the sum of $10,000, to be received on the occurrence of a contingent 
event. The Board of Managers, deeply sensible of their obligation 
to the testator, and of the importance of the bequest, in enabling 
them to accomplish their pious purposes in meliorating the moral 
condition of the poor, unanimously passed the following Resolu- 
tions: 

* Resolved, that this Board have heard with emotions of unfeign- 
ed satisfaction, of the munificent bequest to this Society, of ten 
thousand dollars, by the late Frederick Kohne, Esq. ; whilst they 
cherish the warmest gratitude to the bountiful Testator of this high- 
ly valuable legacy, they would acknowledge, with devout thank ful- 
ness, their obligation to Almighty God, “ from whom alone all 
holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed.” 
Animated and encouraged by so noble an instance of liberality and 
charity, the members of this Board do pledge themselves to conti- 
nue their best exertions, for the promotion of the objects of this 
Institution, 

“ Resolved; that a copy of the above resolution be forwarded to 
Mrs. Khone.” 

The following extracts are taken from the Report of the Rey. 
Edward Phillips, the zealous and laborious Missionary of this pious, 
and most useful institution : 

“For seven years I have served as your Missionary, with results, 
not to be attributed to other causes than the blessing of the Almigh- 
ty. During that period of time, my books inform me that, the 
official acts of the Missionary in sacraments and ordinances, may 
be, in a general calculation, summed up in the following abstract: 
Baptisms, 255; Burials, 102; Marriages, 89; 56 persons brought to 
Confirmation ; and upwards of 100 persons made partakers of the 
body and blood of the Saviour. At least 300 Children have been 
pupils of Catechetical and Sunday School instruction. A proporti- 
onate degree of pastoral attention has been paid to coloured persons. 
GOS. MESS.—VOL. VI. 35 
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At one period of the past year, the school for blacks at St. Stephen's. 
numbered 60, adults and children. The Board of Managers wi|| 
perceive, that the labours of the Missionary have not been fruitless. 
The Church in Guignard-street is one evidence of the utility of the 
Domestic Mission; andthe numbers who fill it show, that the piety 
which raised it was not labour in vain. 

“The most arduous of the Missionary’s duties, has been experi- 
enced in his daily visits to the poor and sick. It has not been a 
very uncommon thing for him to be called on, perhaps, at midnight, 
to enter the hut of vice and destitution, to receive the dying Laza- 
rus’ exclamation, “ pray for me.” He has had painful instructions 
in the school of human nature; and has received with them the 
fullest assurances of the power of religious impressions, to console 
the heart, and strengthen the understanding under the convulsions 
of remorse and despair. It is unnecessary to carry the sensibility 
of Christian females to the bedside of the practical intidel, dying 
with consumption, fever, or some of the loathsome diseases which 
swell the daily bills of mortality. And time would fail me to speak 
of the triumphs of faith. Some of you have been with me in sea- 
sons of Christian enjoyments. You have seen the sick brougnt 
into the fold of Christ’s flock; and with several participated of the 
emblems of a Saviour’s dying love. In all which instances, the 
persons alluded to were peculiar subjects of Missionary regard; 
and, no doubt, would not have thrown themselves upon the charity 
of other ministerial care. 

‘** Within the past year, the following is a list of official acts: 

‘* Baptisms, 43; of these, 4 were white female adults. 3 coloured 
female adults. 22 white children. 14 coloured children. 

* Burials, 15; of these, 10 were whites, and 5 coloured persons. 

* Marriages, 11; 10 whites, and | coloured 

* Communicants at St. Stephen’s, 53 whites. 3 coloured persons. 

* The Sunday School numbers, 120 pupils. About 50 are regu- 
lar attendants. 

“The Library attached to it has received several valuable pre- 
sents. It contains about 400 religious books, calculated for the 
religious instruction of Teachers, Children, and persons, in gene- 
ral, who may feel themselves disposed for that kind of reading. 
The debt of the Church has this year been so reduced by individual 
donations, as to amount now to no more than $300. 

‘The bequest of Mr. Kohne has been hailed by the friends ot 
the Church, with the most lively sensations of joy and gratulation. 
And, they cannot but express the opinion, that as such liberality 1s 
the fairest test of individual sentiment, as to the value of Christian 
truth ; so it will continue, by new evidences, to designate the ad- 
vance of consistent principles in a liberal and enlightened age.” 

General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union.—The third 
Annual Meeting of this highly important institution, was held in 
New-York, June 25th, 1829. We have made the following ex- 
tracts from the Report of the Executive Committee: 
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“[n taking a retrospect of the occurrences of the past year, our 
minds rest with intense delight and satisfaction upon that most im- 

ortant event, by which its close is characterised—the munificent 
bequest of the lute Frederick Kohne, Esq. of Philadelphia. Anxi- 
ous and solicitous as we have been for the permanency of this Insti- 
tution, What event could more effectually relieve our solicitude 
and accomplish our object? With the interest of twenty thousand 
dollars as a perpetually accumulating capital, together with the 
annual free will offerings of the pious members of our Church, the 
utmost stretch of the imagination could not compass the limit of its 
happy and beneficial influence. If we contemplate these results 
with reference only to the actual operations of the Society in send- 
ing forth its publications, what period in future time shall we assign 
for their suspension? But if we contemplate them in reference to 
their moral and religious influence and effects, how blessed and 
magnificent is the prospect, both for time and eternity! Millions 
of the youth of our country, trained up in the sound and evangeli- 
cal doctrines which this Institution of our beloved Church shall 
have disseminated, and living the life of the righteous, and having 
their last end like his, shall, by the mercy of God, enjoy the happi- 
ness of heaven throughout a never ending existence. 

* But while we are thus indulging in the joyous contemplation 
of the future benefits of this most noble and liberal bequest, we 
would also most respectfully remind our friends that we do not en- 
ter upon its immediate possession. The liberal donor has thought 
proper to assign, as the period of our possession, the demise of his 
amiable widow, an event which we sincerely hope is yet far distant. 
We confidently hope that not one of our friends will in the slightest 
degree relax his efforts in our favour. We are yet labouring upona 
foundation, upon which is hereafter to be erected a noble structure. 
Let not the apathy of those to whom we look for that aid which 
is indispensable, contract its limit by withholding supplies and dis- 
couraging exertion. On our part we pledge ourselves to labour 
assiduously in a cause already distinguished by many marks of the 
divine favour, so long as we shall be suitably encouraged, uatil the 
“ General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union” shall be- 
come emphatically one of the glories of the Church, within whose 
bosom it has been nurtured.” 

The Report enters into the detail of various matters, which 
our limits do not enable us to copy; and then proceeds to state 
that: 

“In the last Report of this Committee, it was announced to the 
Board of Managers to be its intention of establishing “ A Family 
Visiter and Sunday School Magazine :” we are now highly grati- 
fied in being able to say, that the Visiter, together with the “ Chil- 
dren’s Magazine” was commenced on the 2d day of January last. 
At that period the number of subscribers was so limited, as scarce- 
ly to warrant so important an undertaking. But it was confidently 
believed that they would be of a character to command a proper 
degree of patronage from our tellow churchmen; and in this re- 
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spect we have not been disappointed. This will mast satisfactorily 
appear when we announce to you, that the number of subscribers 
to the ** Family Visiter and Sunday School Magazine” is now 1250, 
and to the “Children’s Magazine” nearly 5,000. Such has been 
the rapid increase of subscribers to the latter work, that before the 
publication of the seventh number, the edition will be increased to 
6,000. 

“The very low price at which these publications are offered, ren- 
ders necessary a very extended circulation to pay their expenses, 
The services of the Editor are entirely gratuitous, without which 
circumstance they could not have been issued, much less advanced 
to their present prosperous condition.” 

There have been published during the past year ; 74,932 copies, 
and upwards of 2,000,000 of pages, of highly interesting and 
useful works for the Schools; and stereotyped, during the same 
time, 17 works complete, and three pages of metrical Paraphrases 
of Collects. It appears that 172 Sunday Schools, and Sunday 
School Societies, have connected themselves with the general 
“Union.” As far as we have been able to ascertain from the vari- 
ous Reports of the Schools, there are 775 Teachers, and 6060 
Scholars, connected with the Union, besides Presidents, Managers, 
Superintendents, and other Officers, in the several Societies and 
Schools, thus forming, as we trust, a powerful moral engine, for 
promoting the eternal interests of the rising generation. 

Diocese of Connecticut.—The Convention was opened on the 3d 
of June. There are in this diocese, the Bishop, 5S other Clergy- 
men, and 78 Congregations. The following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted: Resolved, that the alterations in the Liturgy, 
proposed by the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, ure considered by this Convention as inexpedient. The 
following extracts are taken from Bishop Brownell’s Address: 

‘*In fulfilling the duty which particularly devolves upon myself, 
I have abundant reason to be thankful to the great Head of the 
Church, that he still continues to smile upon this portion of his 
vineyard. Nothing has occurred to disturb the peace and union 
which so happily subsists among us, and which the distractions in 
other portions of the Church should teach us the more carefully to 
prize, and to cherish. The evils of heresy and schism, which every 
where surround us, have not been permitted to corrupt or divide 
us. And may we not hope, with fervent aspirations for its increase, 
that the spirit of pure and undefiled religion is more and more ex- 
tending its blessed influence amongst us ?”’ 

‘* Since my removal to this Diocese, little more than nine years 
ago, I have consecrated eleven churches, nearly all of which have 
been built within that period. It gives me peculiar satisfaction to 
add that active exertions are, at the present time, in progress, for 
the erection of ten new churches; three of which are in parishes 
newly organized. Within the period above alluded to, the number 
of the Clergy belonging to the Diocese, has increased frum thirty- 





























_™ 


1829. ] Religious Intelligence. 277 


four to fifty-nine ; and there are at the present time five vacant pa- 
rishes capable of supporting settled Clergymen, besides one vacant 
Missionary station. If the spiritual state of our Church should 
have advanced in improvement, in the same ratio with its external 
growth, we should indeed have great cause for mutual felicitations. 
Within the last few years, a decided revival of Christian zeal seems 
to have pervaded the great body of our Church, and may we not 
hope that this Diocese has participated, in no small degree, in its 
animating spirit ¢”’ 

“ The General Theological Seminary, the General Missionary 
Society, and the Sunday School Union, as well as the benevolent 
societies under the special auspices of this Diocese, have been so 
frequently commended to your attention, in my former addresses, 
that | think it unnecessary now to reiterate considerations which 
must be already familiar to you. I will only remark that I deem 
the welfare of the Church to be essentially connected with the suc- 
cess of these institutions ; and that those more particularly require 
your attention which relate to the education and preparation of 
young men forthe ministry. A want of Clergymen is now the 
most formidable impediment to the growth of our Church. There 
are probably more than one hundred vacancies, where there are 
adequate means for the support of ministers, if they could be ob- 
tained; and twice as many more might be usefully employed as 
Missionaries, if we had sufficient resources for their suvport. It is 
obvious, therefore, that the first efforts of the Church ought to be 
directed to the education of young men for the sacred ministry.” 

‘The consideration of the proposed alterations in the Liturgy of 
our Church was postponed to the present Convention, I had pro- 
posed to avail myself of this occasion fully to express my views on 
the subject. But the sense of the Church appears to be so decided- 
ly averse to the alterations, that I think there is no probability of 
their receiving the approbation of the General Convention. Under 
these circumstances a discussion of them would be superfluous. 
Although, at the last General Convention, I voted in favour of sub- 
mitting these alterations to the consideration of the Church, it was 
partly in deference to the opinions of others, and on the intimation 
that such a measure would tend to promote harmony in the Church, 
and uniformity in the ministrations of the Clergy. For myself, I 
desire to see no further attempts made for changes in the Liturgy ; 
and I believe this to be the general sentiment of this Diocese. I 
might indeed fancy myself able to make improvements in it, if i! 
were left to my discretion. Many others would probably enter on 
such a work with greater confidence than myself. But I am per- 
suaded that there is no part of the Liturgy but has become endeared 
to so many pious people, that nothing could be altered or expunged 
without doing great violence to feelings which every ingenuous 
mind should respect. I rejoice in the decided expression of opin- 
ion which has been evinced in regard to the proposed alterations, 
and consider it as more auspicious to the integrity of the Liturgy. 
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than any enactments of the General Convention which could pos. 
sibly be devised.” 


Diocese of Massachusetts.—The Convention was held on the 17;) 


and sth of June. The Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of th. 


Eastern Diocese, 17 Priests, and 6 Deacons, were present, T}, 
following resolutions were passed: Resolved that this Convention 
continues to view, with deep interest, the cause of Sunday Schoo); 
in our Church, and that it sonsiders it the bounden duty of every 
Parish, to establish and support one or more Sunday Schools witb- 
in its boundaries. Resolved, unanimously, as the sense of this 
Convention, that it is inexpedient to make any alterations in the 
Liturgy. Mesolved, that a Committee be appointed, to inquire int 
the expediency and practicability ot adopting some plan for Theo- 
logical Education in the Eastern Diocese, and to present a memo- 
rial on the subject to the next Diocesan Convention. 

Diocese of Delaware.—The Convention was held on the 6th o: 
June. There were present, 3 Clergymen and 13 Lay-Delegates 
The Right Rev. Bishop White, and the Right Rev. Dr. Onderdonk. 
Assistant Bishop, of Pennsylvania, perform Episcopal duties in this 
Diocese in conformity with the 20th Canon of the General Con: 
vention. The Committee to whom was referred the communica- 
tion from the late General Convention, reported: that it is inexpe- 
dient for the Convention of this Diocese to concur in the first and 
second resolutions contained in said communication, and th 
Committee respectfully recommend, that the Convention of this 
Diocese approve of the third and fourth resolutions contained in 
the said communication, and they also recommend the propricty 0! 
altering the second clause of the eighth article of the Constitutio: 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, by adding 
the words, “or the articles of religion,” after the werds, “ oth: 
offices of the Church.” 

Divcese of New-Jersey.—The Convention was held on the 27th 
and 28th of May. The Bishop (Dr. Croes) 14 Clergymen, and 32 
Lay-Delegates attended. ‘'T he proposed alterations of the Liturg) 
and Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church, as commu: 
nicated to this Convention, by the General Convention of 1526. 
were called up for consideration and read. It was moved that it» 
inexpedient to go into the consideration of them. The previous 
question on this: motion was then called for, and the decision was 
in the negative.” The following extract is taken from the Bishop's 
Address: “ During the year which has elapsed, since the last Cow 
vention, I have, as heretofore, attended to my duties as a ‘Trustee of 
the General Theological Seminary of our Church, and heard the 
examination of the Students. I was present also at the commence 
meut of the first, or senior class. The Seminary appears to be flou- 
rishing; but it is to be regretted, that its funds are not yet sufficien' 
to meet the annual expenditures of the institution. The Church 
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in New-Jersey, through the goodness of God, is still making pro- 
gress. It now numbers thirty-one congregations, ac ‘commodated 
with thirty edifices for public worship, all in good repair; several of 
them new, or nearly so. Its tunds generally are gradually increasing. 
The fund for the reJief of widows and children of Cle ‘rgymen of 
the Diocese, amounts to more than 812,000. Its Missionary Fund 
to nearly $4,000. The Fund for the Bishop Croes Scholarship, 
when all the subscriptions are paid in, and the interest collected, 
will amount to $2,000, which is the sum required to contribute a 
Scholarship in the Seminary. ‘The Episcopal Fund is at present 
rather stationary. The permanent fund of the Society for promot- 
ing Christian Knowledge, &c. amounts to $1,350.” 

Diocese of Pennsylvania.—TVhe Journal of this Diocese having 
been received, we give a more detailed view of its proceedings. 
The Convention was held from the 19th to 23rd May, both days in- 
clusive. ‘There were present, the Right Rev. Bishop White; the 
Right Rev. Dr. Onderdonk, pare Bishop, 55 Clergymen, and 
110 Lay-Delegates. The Church in this Diocese consists of the 
Bishop, the Assistant Bishop, 51 Priests, 12 Deacons, and 71 Con- 
gregations, besides an Atrican Church in Philadelphia, not in union 
with the Convention. ‘There are 15 candidates for Holy Orders in 
this Diocese. The following is an abstract of the Parochial Re- 
ports, received from 35 Clergymen, respecting 54 Churches: Bap- 
tisins; Adults, 106, Infants, 604, Total 710. Communicants; added 
332, removed, 67, present number, 2563. Confirmed, 337. Mar- 
rages, 287. Deaths, 400. Sunday School Teachers, 506. Sun- 
day School Scholars, 3505. 

The following Resolution was adopted: ‘* That the members of 
this Convention view with great satisfaction, the interest which 
appears to be awakening in all parts of our country, in favour of 
the Domestic and Foreign Missionary operations of our Church, 
and they earnestly recommend the General Missionary Society to 
the zealous support of the Episcopalians of this Diocese.” Several 
of the Parochial Reports contain matter of considerable interest. 
From the report of the Rev. Mr. Douglass, Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Concord, we extract the following remarks: * He has like- 
wise occasionally visited and preached at the factories on Chester 
Creek. He would call the attention of his brethren to these neglect- 
ed spots, where the preaching of the pure word of God is much 
needed. They are in general the seats of vice. Large numbers 
congregated within small spaces, with ample opportunities of com- 
municating their prejudices and their errors, demand the attention 
of the servants of God; and need the close and faithful heart- 
searching preaching of the word—that word, designated by the 
Holy Spirit, ‘as mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds.” The man of God, when visiting these moral wastes, must 
feel a disposition similar to that of the blessed Jesus, who, “ when 
he saw the multitudes, was moved with compassion on them, be- 

Cause they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no 
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shepherd.” From Rev. Mr. Kirke, of St. John’s Church, &e. “ J; 
may be proper to state in relation to West Marlborough, that dur- 
ing the course of last summer, [ preached a number of times at the 
site of an old Episcopal Church on the street road, near 40 miles 
from Philadelphia, to vast assemblages of people. After the wea- 
ther became too inclement to stand in the open air, a school house 
about two miles distant, was opened for the meeting. Here, in gene- 
ral, I have officivted once a month. The old Church, just alluded 
to, which, I think, was called St. James’, was, I have been informed, 
reduced to ruins about the time of the Revolutiouary war. Not a 
vestige of it now remains.” From the Rev. Mr. Marks, Missionary, 
&c. ‘ There is certainly a growing attachmeut to the peculiaritics 
of our Church in this new and interesting country. All that is ne- 
cessary (under God) forthe increase of our Church in this and all 
new countries, is to give her doctrines a fair representation, show 
that her forms of worship are of long standing, and the best calcu- 
lated for the training up of the rising generation, and the suppres- 
sion of enthusiasm—proceeding with great patience, and having an 
eye single to the glory of God in all things.” From the Kev. irr. 
Whitehouse, of Berks County. ‘ The Senior Bible Class assem- 
bles weekly, and owing to a change in the arrangement, has in- 
creased considerably ; averaging about 50 members; all of whom, 
(with one or two exceptions,) are Communicants in our own Church, 
or one of the German. The plan heretofore pursued has been con- 
tinued. A portion of the Gospels, in the order of the harmony, 
comprising from 10 to 30 verses, is assigned the week previous, 
with questions in writing, to which anonymous answers are returned 
by such of the members as feel disposed; these answers are read 
aloud by the Rector, and commented upon, when necessary. Thi 
whole passage is then made the subject of the weekly lecture ad- 
verted to above. The meetings are opened and closed with prayers 
and collects from the liturgy. The junior Bible Class, which has 
numbered from 20 to 30, assembles on the afternoons of Saturday. 
Four or five chapters form the usual lesson, on which the Children 
come prepared to answers uch questions as may be proposed. The 
examination is close, and interspersed with remarks adapted to their 
comprehension and feelings. Inthe past year, this class has studi- 
ed the book of the Acts, the Pentateuch, Joshua and Judges, with 
occasional omissions, in the Old Testament. Sunday afternoon 1s 
devoted to catechetical instruction. In order to embrace a large 
number of Children, two classes have been formed, one pursuing 
catechism No. 2, the other No. 3. Familiar explanations similar to 
those of the Bible Class have been employed with success in exert 
ing the interest of the attendants. It is worthy of note, that the 
Superintendent is a man upwards 70 years of age, and we but 
give utterance to the feeling with which his regularity and zeal in 
the office inspire all who witness them, in applying the passage of 
the wise man, “ the hoary head is a crown of glory, for it is found 
in the way of righteousness.” 
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Abstract of Bishop White’s Address. He has ordained one 
Priest, and two Deacons, consecrated one Church, contirined 127 
persons, Visited 4 Parishes, granted letters dimissory to 3 Priests 
and 4 Deacons, admitted into the Diocese on letters dimissory, 3 
Priests and 2 Deacons, received us Candidates for Orders, five 
ersons. 

Abstract of Bishop Onderdonk’s Address. He has ordained 4 
Deacons: consecrated 2 Churches; and confirmed 376 persons. 

Diocese of Rhode-I[sland.—The Convention met on the 9h of 
June. The Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Dio- 
cese, all the Clergy of the Diocese, and a representation from each 
Parish, attended. Resolutions were adopted for the promotion of 
Missiovwary services in the Diocese, and for the formation of Paro- 
chial Societies, auxiliary to the State Missionary Society. 

Diocese of Kentucky.—On the Sth of July last, Delegates from 
the Episcopal Church at Louisville, Danville and Lexington, met in 
Christ Church, Lexington, and after divine worship, the Convention 
was organized, a constitution adopted, and delegates appointed to 
the General Convention. A Domestic Missionary Society for the 
State was formed. The following excellent Resolution was adopt- 
ed by the Convention: *“* Resolved unanimously; that it be recom- 
mended to all families connected with the Church in this Diocese, 
to have religious worship in their families.” 

General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church.—The 
triennial meeting of this venerable body assembled in Philadelphia, 
on the 12th ult. All the Bishops were present, with the exception 
of those of South-Carolina and Ohio. Between sixty and seventy 
Clergymen, and a considerable number of Lay Delegates attended. 
Allthe Dioceses, in communion with the General Convention, 
were represented. ‘The Rev. Dr. Wyatt, of Maryland, was elected 
President of the House of Clerical and Lay-Delegates, and the Rev. 
Dr. B. T. Onderdonk, of New-York, was elected Secretary. The 
Rev. Dr. Wilson, of Pennsylvania, was elected Secretary of the 
House of Bishops. The sermon was preached by the Right Rey. 
Dr. Brownell, Bishop of Connecticut; the object of which was to 
show, says the Church Register, “the importance of Christian zeal; 
first, in the reception and practice of religion, by the members of 
our Church; and in their extending the blessings of religion to 
those who are destitute of spiritual knowledge and instruction.” — 
On the day following, the Convention took up the testimonials of 
the Rev. Dr. Meade, Assistant Bishop elect, of Virginia. The Con- 
vention of that diocese, in proceeding to the election, declared, that 
the Assistant Bishop should “ not be considered as entitled to the 
succession,” on the demise of the venerable Bishop Moore. [See 
Gospel Messenger, for July, p. 210.| ‘‘ With very few exceptions,” 
saysthe Philadelphia Recorder, but one sentiment prevails, that it is 
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much to be regretted, that this interesting case should have been e- 
cumbered with this technical difficulty. Unless some security can 
be provided against the possibility of there being i in the same dio- 
cese, two Bishops of nearly equal age, and of perfect bodily strength, 
and of there being a Bishop among us, without see or jurisdiction, jt 
is hardly to be expected that the geubeoretion will proceed.” The 
subject was referred to a committee; but at the time when it was 
necessary for us to go to press, nothing further from the Genera! 
Convention had come to hand. 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. —The Board of Direc. 
tors met at the Society’s room in Philadelphia, on Tuesday evening, 
August I{th,and we were gratified to see,says the Church Register. 
so general an attendance, as evinced a great and growing interest in 
its concerns. A report was read that evening, and presented to th 
Society on the subsequent day, when its regular meeting took place, 
in St. James’ Church, the presiding Bishop in the chair. This re. 
port gave a very clear demonstration of the desire which the Execu- 
tive Committee have felt to render the Society useful, and of ther 
activity in the discharge of their duty. It also contained some 
cheering information from the waste places of our Zion, whither ac- 
tive and faithful Missionaries have been sent. But it stated some 
facts, which show that much is to be done, in order to render the 
Society as useful an engine as itt should be in the hands of the 
Church. A most lamentable deficiency in funds, prove too clearly 
that the hands of Churchmen have not been opened liberally for its 
support. Something must be done, and done speedily, to give this 
Society greater efficiency, or the reproach which we had hoped 
Episcopalians were about to wipe away, will cling to them: they 
must appear to the world cold and indifferent to the great spiritu: ’ 


interests of mankind. 


Churchman’s Almanack.— A Committee of the Board of Trustees 
of the New-York Protestant Episcopal Press, are now engaged in 
compiling matter for a Churchman’s Almanack, to be published in a 
cheap form. It is to contain a list of the names of the Episcopal 
Clergy in the several dioceses, and of the Officers of Religious So- 
cieties, &c. 


Sailors.—Arrangements have been made in Boston for the erce- 
tion of a Mariners Church. An Ohio paper remarks, that there 1s 
at least one vessel on the Lakes, in which God is worshipped daily, 
Efforts are making for the religious improvement of the Sailors em- 
ployed on our Western waters. 


Bible in Ireland.—Great efforts are making by the Protestants to 
distribute the sacred Scriptures throughout Ireland. It is stated, 
that there are not less than 600 Bible Societies, and that 80 or 90,000 
copies of the Scriptures are circulated yearly inthat country. This 
looks like the dawning of a brighter day. 
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Theatres.—The Mayor of St. John’s, N. B. owing to the embar- 
rassment of the times, has refused permission for any theatrical 
exhibitions; and the Legislature of New-York has laid an annual 
tax of $500 upon theatres; the money to be appropriated to the 
reformation of juvenile delinquents. 

Greck Superstition.—Extract from the Journal of the Rev. Mr. 
King, an American Missionary in Greece. On returning to Mara- 
thonisi, just as I was entering the place, | observed near a Church, a 
great quantity of human bones piled up; and on iuquiring whose bone s 
are these ? supposing them to be the bones of Turks, I was told, that 
they were the bones of Greeks, who had been buried near the Church. 
and dug up to be examined by the Priests, in order to learn if ail were 
well with their souls in the other world ; ; that it is the custom, at 
the expiration of one year after a person is buried, to open his 
grave, and for the Priests to examine his bones: that if they find 
black flesh upon them, they conclude, that he is damned, (or in mi- 
sery) and lay him back in his grave, and the friends of the deceas- 
ed then give alms, and give money to the Priests to say prayers for 
the departed soul, [like the Roman Catholics] and at the expira- 
tion of the second year, the body is again inspected, and if all is 
well, his bones are left above ground. But if after two or three in- 
spections, there be still black flesh, or other bad things, they con- 
clude that the man, during his life time committed some mortal sin, 
and can never be pardoned. Ifa man died instantaneously, as when 
shot in battle, and at the moment of his death had evil thoughts in his 
mind, they suppose his brains remain; if hair is found on the skull 
of a female, it is proof of her having combed her head on the Sab- 
bath, and paid much attention to her - dress and appearance, &c. &c. 
The man who explained this to me, seemed most fully to believe 
it, and replied with much warmth to another who said, he believed 
it was a figment of the Priests in order to get money.—N. Y. Obser. 

King’s College, London.—A public meeting has been held of the 
friends of King’s College, at which it was stated, that a charter of 
incorporation has been obtained; one of the provisions of which is, 
that no Roman Catholic shall, in virtue of official station, or other- 
wise, have any concern in the management of the institution. 

France.—A new theological work is announced for publication 
in Paris. It is to be entitled, The Gazette des Cultes, and will be 
published twice aweck = [ts motto is ** Civil and Religious Liber- 
ty throughout the world.” One professed object of the publication 
is, to expose the machinations of the Jesuits; to detail the super- 
‘titious rites at the planting of crosses, and other Popish ceremo- 
nies; and to reveal the intrigues of Rome. 

Trish Episcopal Home Missionary Society.—An institution under 
this name, has lately been formed in Dublin, for sending Clerical 
Home Missionaries, under piscopal Sanction, to preach in cotta- 
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ges and barns, or wherever they can find auditors to profit }y 
their instructions. ‘The Archbishop of Dublin has already licensed 
two Clergymen as Missionaries. 


London Church Missionary Society.—At the last annual meetino 
of this Society, [May] the Treasurer stated that the income of thy 
Society for the last year, was £53,462, [about $237,371.] Be ing 
L10,. 209, more than that of the year previous, and £9,116 more than 
the average of the last three years, and £s 333, more than that of 
any year since the existence of the Society. 

Madagascar.— Twenty years ago, this island, equal in extent to 
France, was almost unknown to % Luropeans, and its inhabitants, 
4,000,000 in number, were withou‘ a written language, and without 
one ray of Christian light. In 1510, the English took possession 
of a part of the island; in 1818, the first Protestant Missionaries 
landed there, aud now, if they shall be compelled to retire, the goud 
which they have accomplished in reducing the language to writing, 
teaching thousands of the youth to read and write, and in prepar- 
ing for their use a large edition of the best of books, will be an am- 
ple reward for the labour and expense which have been incurred 
in accomplishing it. Seed is sown which must grow, and flourish, 
and bring forth fruit to the joy of the whole island. How rich, 
how sure is the harvest of benevolence. ‘The Missionaries of the 
London Society are engaged in printing 1000 copies of the Old Tes- 
tament, and 3000 copies of the New, in the Malagassee language. 

Sewing Societies.—The Sewing Society attached to St. John’ 
Chapel, New-York, has contributed the large sum of 8230, to the 
New-York Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society. 

The Standard Pible.—We are glad to learn, says the Episcopa! 
Watchman, that E. Littell, of Philadelphia, proposes to publish « 
quarto edition of the Holy Scriptures, with all the marginal readings 
and references, as they came from the hands of the English transla- 
tors. The marginal readings are of equal authority with the text, 
and often superior to it in correctness and perspicuity of translation. 
They should theretore always be inserted in the editions of our Bi- 
ble; and yet so generally have they been omitted by American pub- 
lishers, that it is difficult to find at our Book-stores a complete cop) 
of the Bible. 

The Apocryphal Books are valuable relics of antiquity, writte* 
by members of God's Church, who, if not inspired men, were the 
contemporaries of those who were inspired, and have recorded tor 
our benefit, much practical and historical instruction. These books. 
or lessons from them, are appointed to be read on many of our holy- 
days, and would be far more interesting and useful to Christian 
readers, than most of the tables, biographies, martyrdoms, §c. fre- 
quently appended to the sacred volume. 
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We hope Mr. Littell, and indeed all other publishers, will hence- 
forth follow the good old custom of binding the Apocrypha with the 
Canonical Scriptures; and that purchasers will be careful to in- 
quire for those copies of the Holy Bible, which contain both the 
Apocrypha andthe Marginal Readings. 

The proposed edition will be published under the care of the ve- 
nerable and Right Rev. William White, with the assistance of the 
most learned and eminent divines who can be engaged. The price 
will be proportioned to the quality of the paper and binding—tfrom 
$6 25 to gls. 

——=— 


New-York, Jury 7th, 1°29. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Messenger : 


SIR—In compliance with a resolution of the Standing Committee of the Board 
of Trustees of the New-York Protestant Episcopal Press, | have the honour to send 
you the accompanying Circular. From it you will perceive what are the objects 
contemplated by the institution. 

The establishment of ‘“‘ The Press,” was first seriously thought of during the win- 
ter of 1827-8; and the plans then laid would have been matured much earlier, than 
they have been, but for the difficulty of procuring a suitable lot for the erection of 
the necessary buildings, in a public part of the city. 

The fund which constitutes the present capital of “ The Press,” consists of loan: 
from individuals attached to the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

In this undertaking, entered upon with the single purpose of giving efficiency to 
the operations of the various religious Societies connected with our Church, by 
affording facilities for the economical and prompt execution of their Printing, &« 
the Trustees look with confidence for the support and encouragement of Church 
men, in promoting the interests, and extending the usefulness of the institution. 

You will please give to all, or any part of this Communication, such publicity a: 
may be to you convenient and agreeable 


By order of the Standing Committee. 
JOHN V. VAN INGEN, Agen. 


(CIRCULAR.) 


The Trustees of the New-York Protestant Episcopal Press, having completed the 
necessary preparatory measures, have opened their Printing and Binding Establish 
ment, Sale Depository, and office, at their Buildings, No. 46 Lumber-Street, imme 
diately in the rear of ‘Trinity Church-Yard, and at No. 8 Rector-Street, New-York. 

They will, for the future, have charge of the Depositories of the following institu- 
tions: The General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union; The New York 
Bible and Common Prayer Book Society; The Auxiliary New-York Bible and 
Common —— Book Society; The New York Protestant Episcopal Tract Socie- 
ty; and The New-York Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Society. 

Their office will also be the publication-oflice of The Family Visiter and Sunday 
School Magazine; and of The Children’s Magazine. 

Printing of every description will be executed for Churches, Bible and Commo: 
Prayer Book Societies, Tract Societies, Missionary or Education Societies, and a! 
other religious institutions of the Protestant Episcopal Church, at the lowest rate 
and in the best manner. 

As the business of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this diocese, and, in some 
degree, in other parts of the United States, will be concentrated under the manage- 
ment of this institution, it will be the interest of Clergymen, Vestrymen, Managers 
of religious and charitable institutions, and others taking an interest in the affairs 
of the Church, who may visit the city of New-York, to make an early call at the 
Office of the Press. 

A Register wll be kept, in which the names and lodgings of such persons as may 
desire it, can be entered, for the facilitation of mutnal interconrse. Attention wil! 
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also be paid to the transmission of letters, parcels, &c., on business relative to the 


Church. 





New Publications. 


Booksellers who are members of the Protestant Episcopal Church, or may be wil! 


ing to vend, and put into circulation the publications of The Press, are respectfully 
requested to enter into correspondence with the Agent, giving information of their 
residence, address, communication with New-York and the other principal cities, 
&c. &e. 

Secretaries of religious and charitable associations 
tions, will confer a tavour by forwarding their address, and copies of the Reports 


of their respective institutions. 
Board of Trustees—Right Rev. John Henry Hobart. D. D. President, ex-officio ; 
Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, D. D. Ist Vice-President ; Charles Keeler, 2d Vice. 


President ; Henry Cotheal, Treasurer; John V. Van Ingen, Secretary. 


and ecclesiastical conven- 


Other Managers—Rev. George Uptold, M. D., Rev. J. M. Wainright, D. D., Rey 
William Creighton, Benjamin M. Brown, Floyd Smith, Lewis Curtis, C. N. 8 
Rowland, George C. Morgan, James F’. Depeyster, J. Lawrence Moore, Cornelius 


Oakley. 


John V. Van Ingen, General Agent. FE. H. Ives, Book Keeper. 


Norden, Printer. Christian Brown, Binder. 


William Van 


P. 8. The Trustees of the “ Protestant Episcopal Press,’ propose to furnish the 
Book of Common Prayer, including the New Hymns, such as have been hereto. 
fore used for gratuitous distribution, for twenty-five cents per copy, to societies, 0; 


individuals purchasing for that purpose. 


& filleted, at thirly cents per copy. 


rates. 
ices. 


The same work on better paper, lettered 


Fancy Bindings at proportionably reasonabh| 


The New Hymns separately, in various bindings, and at corresponding 
Bibles and Testaments will be at all times furnished at the lowest rate: 


Che terms will be Cash on delivery, or reference in town for prompt payment 


New-York, June, 1829. 


- ~~ 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Faber’s Difficulties of Romanism.—We noticed in a former number, says the 
Church Register, the republication ot ** The Difficulties of Infidelity,” and as readily 
do we now call the attention of our readers to the work named at the head of this 
sin a masterly manner the errors and absur- 
I by early education, to surround the Romis: 


article, by the same author. 
dities which seem, to a man unbiassec 
It furnishes the Protestant not only with the most powerful arguments i! 


Church. 


It portra 


favour of his withdrawal or remaining separated from such a Church, but with nu 
merous grounds of gratitude to God, that his isso goodly a heritage, as the reform 


tion has bestowed on him. 
N. B.—Both these works are to be had at Mr. E. Thayer’s Book.Store. 


A charge to the Clergy of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Commonwealth o/ 


Pennsylvania. 


By Henry U. Onderdonk, D. D. Asssistant Bishop, &c. 


It affords 


us considerable pleasure to bring this excellent charge to the notice of our readers 
The exposition which the Right. Rev. author has given of the doctrines and orde: 


of the 


hurch is lucid and important, and greatly we regret, that our limits will no‘ 


allow us to give more than a few short extracts, when the whole of this interesting 
The subject to which the Bishop directs th: 


charge demands an attentive perusal. 


attention of his Clerical Brethren, is: “ the comprehensive scope of religion, as ex- 
tending from the first roots of doctrinal principles, to the varied branches of sacred 


observances and institutions established in the Gospel 
tinnes, ** has its institutions. 


viour. 


? 


“ Christianity,”’ he con- 


Besides a Gospel belief and a life in conformity there 
with, there are also a Gospel Church, Gospel Sacraments, and a Gospel Ministry: 
and the New Testament gives equal authority and an equal command to them all 
No where is faith more expressly enjoined, than is baptism, and, through baptism 
union with the Church visible, and a sealed covenant relation to our God and Sa- 


No where, perhaps, are moral duties and spiritual graces more explicitly or- 


dained, thanis the Holy Communion, eating the Sacramental Body, and drinking 
the Sacramental Blood of Christ; that his godly servants may thus be constantly 


‘ re-assured that they are very members incorporate in his mystical body, the Church, 
No where is any duty more 


which is the blessed company of al! faithful people.’ 
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positively ordered, than is submission to the pastors who ‘watch for the souls’ « 
the people, a and must ‘give account’ for them: nor is it more distine tly dec vate 
that the mission of C hrist was trom God, than that the mission of the Apostles and 
all Apostolical Ministers is trom Christ, ‘as my Father hath sent me, even so send I 
you,’ and ‘ Lo, f am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.’ 

“Let it not be supposed that I allow no difference of grade among the several 
classes of our duties. Moral duties are ol course supe rior to those that are positiy eC; 
mercy is above sacrifice; faith, repentance, and holy graces and Christian virtues, 
are paramount. But I would assert, that the fulfilment of a more important duty is 
no excuse for the omission of one less important; for it was the mere paying of 
tithes of mint, rue, and cummin, that our Saviour declared ought not to be ‘left un- 
done.’ 1 would enforce the great truth, that it is not man, but God, who enjoins 
conformity to the Church, the Sacraments, and the Ministry. This being so—then 
unless it be allowed to the creature to dispute the will of the Creator, it is infallibly 
certain that neither of these institutions can be rejected or vitiated without sin. To 
reject or to vitiate the Church, the Sac:aments, or the Ministry, is such an offence, 
against the ‘ counsel’ and the ‘commandments’ of God, as must be answered for in 
the dey of judgment. [ynorance, indeed, and inv oluntary prejudice, will, we trust, 
be allowed betore God as an excuse for such errors; forthey will be thus allowed, 
we question not, in palliation of even the moral transgressions of the heathen and 
others who sit in spiritual darkness; nay, we believe that the final sentences of al/ 
men will have respect to their capacities and their opportunities. Moreover, the 
pleaof ignorance or involuntary prejudice will, we doubt not, be largely and liberally 
accepted by our benign Lord. But where there is no genuine plea of ignorance or 
involuntary prejudice, candour, will apply the name of sin to ecclesiastical as well 
as other transgressions, to every disobedience of the will, and departure trom the 
appoi ttmeats of the Most High. 

‘The Ministry is appointed by Christ, both for securing a due commission from 
him in the performance of all sacerdotal functions, and for the preset vation of order 
and unity in the services and dise ipline of his Church. And, test order and units 
should be marred by the very means intended to uphold them, our Lord constitute “d 
one scheme for his ministry, one model for it, and one succession; and ‘setting 
this in the Church,’ he set no other, that no other model and succession should in- 
terfere with that on which his authority is conterred. ‘That a body like the Church 
should have officers, is self-evident. ‘That the authority and commission of these 
officers should come from the Divine Head of the Church, appears self-evident to 
most minds, and must to every mind seem infinitely probable. And that these sa- 
cred officers should be of several grades is naturally to be presumed; for no civil 
government, whether mouarchical or republican, is without gradations of office — 
The Ministry of the Christian Church was ranked by our Lord in three essential 
grades, which, since the name of Apostle was resigned, have been called Bishops, 
Presbyters, and Deacons; and which, to select the Church at Ephesus as one Serip- 
tural example, correspond with the office of Timothy, who alone had the supreme 
power to ordain and govern, the office of the elders, who were to ‘ feed the flock of 
Christ,’ and the office of the Deacons This is the one and only scheme and suc 
cession of the Christian Ministry that has the authority of the word of God 


-——<f 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


ORDINATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Sotth- 
Carolina.—On Sunday, August 23, 1°29, in St. Michael's Church, Charleston, Mr 
Paul ‘l'rapier, an alumnus of the General Theological Seminary, was admitted to 
the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Ravenscroft, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
North-Carolina.—On Sunday, May 24, 1229, in St. Luke’s Church, Salisbury, the 
Rev. Philip B. Wiley, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Moore, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virgi- 
ma.—On Thursday, May 14, 1829, in St. Paul’s Church, Alexandria, D. C. Mess. 
Chauncey W. Fitch; Anson B. Hard: and William 8. Perkins, were admitted to 
the Holy Order of Deacons And on Sunday, July 5, 129, in St. John’s Church, 
Richmond, Mr. Henry B. Goodwin, was admitted to the same Order. 





Doses Calendar. | Sept. 


By the Right. Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in New 

‘ork. —On new, May 1Y. 1829, in St. Stephen’s Church, New York, the Key 
John W. Curtis, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. On Sunday, 
June 14, 1829, in All-Saint’s Church, New York, Mess. Henry 8. Atwater, and 
Henry Gregory, were admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. And on Sunday, 
July 5, 129, in St. Paul’s Church, New-York, Mess. Edward Ballard, John M 
Guion, Ulysses M. Wheeler, Edward Y. Highie, and John Wiley. jun. Alumni of 
the General Theological Seminary. were admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. ‘Dr. Griswold, ‘Bishop of the Eastern Diocese —On Wednesday, 
July 15, 1829, in St. John’s Church, Providence, R.1L. the Rev. James Everett, 
Deacon, a Chaplain in the United States Navy, was admitted to the Holy Order 
of Priests. 

CONSECRATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of New- York.—On Saturday, May 23, 1829, 
the Church of the Ascension, New-York was solemnly consecrated to the C hristian 
worship of Almighty God, ‘This is the eighteenth Episcopal Church in that city. 

By tre Right Rev. Dr. Brownell, Bishop of Connecticut.—On Saturday, July 18 
Trinity Church, Southington; and on Wednesday, July 29. 1829, Christ Chareh 
Norwich, were severally solemnly consecrated to the Christian Worship of Al- 
mighty God. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese. —On Wednesday 
June 3, 1829, St. John’s Church, Wilkinsonville, Mass. was solemnly consecrated 
to the Christian Worship of God. In a little more than three years ago, not a sin- 
gle Episcopal family could be found in this place. 
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CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER. 


4. Quarterly Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Protestant Episcopal Mis 
sionary Society. 
Meeting of the Board of Managers of the Juvenile Missionary Society, 
6. Twelfth Sunday after Trinity. 
7. Monthly Meeting of the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society. 
9. Quarterly Meeting of the Managers of the Charleston Protestant Episcopal 
Sunday School Society. 
13. Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
20. Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
21. St. Matthew. 
27. Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
29. St. Michael, and all Angels. 


The quotation which was made by a writer, whose numbers appeared in our work, 
under the signature of a ‘Protestant Catholic,” from the translated Missal used in this 
city, in connection with his remarks on the Roman Catholic Worship of Saints and 
Angels was made, we are satisfied, in perfect fairness, and without the least inten- 
tion of applying to his purpose, an error of the translator, or of the press That 
the comma at the words, ‘‘ make intercession for us,’’ instead of a period, is an error 
of the press, or of the translator, we are since perfectly satisfied. The latin Missal, 
and other translations which we have seen, of the part of the Roman Catholic Off- 
aes referred to, have, make tniercession for us. The prayer here addressed to the 
men and women Saints, is for their intercession; and not for their mercy. The pray- 
er to canonized Saints fer their intercession in behalf of supplicants at their shrines, 
in the same office with prayer addressed to God, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
remains admitted—and we should suppose is enough for the purpose of our.corres- 
pondent; who, we are sure, will not disapprove of the notice we have felt it proper 
to take of his error, in using against Roman Catholics, a wrong translation of a pas 
sage of their Missal. 
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